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TODAY’S GOSPEL is very rich in its teaching. Jesus
uses images like fields, wheat, mustard seed and
yeast to illustrate what the Kingdom of God is like.

The world, says Jesus, is like a field in which wheat
and weeds grow side by side until they are separated
at harvest time. For many years now, the seed of
God’s word has been falling into the soil of our
hearts, His word is not a dead or lifeless thing; it is
full of life and energy. If it does not produce results
it is because our hearts are so dead and stony that
nothing will grow in them.

“Lord, the soil of our lives is often thin, stony, full of
weeds but Your seed is strong and sturdy. Help us to
care for it so that it may produce thirty, sixty or even
a hundred per cent according to what we are capable
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MASSES WILL CONTINUE TO BE SAID AT
10.15 a.m. Wednesday
11.15 a.m. Sunday

MASSES WILL BE SAID FOR
Wednesday 22nd July Special Intention
Sunday 26th July Thanks for Successful Heart Surgery

On Wednesday 22" July at 1.30 pm., there will be
a Funeral Service for Maureen Gerard.

MASS INTENTIONS
William Coaker and Benjamin Gomez
We are still happy to accept Mass Offerings which
is a wonderful way to remember a person or family
- anniversaries, sickness, bereavement, birthdays.
Masses will be said as soon as possible. Envelopes
are available at the back of church.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Children’s Liturgy finishes for the summer holidays
today, Sunday 19t July.

Our next session will be on Sunday 6t September.

Thank you to all our children and helpers and we wish
everyone a happy summer holiday.

PLEASE LET US KNOW of anyone who is in hospital
or a nursing/care home so that arrangements may
be made to visit them. Likewise, if you know of
anyone ill or housebound who cannot get to
church; ask them if they would like Communion at
home, then let us know.

FR. ANTHONY KEEFE. a former Parish Priest at

St. Gregory's, is celebrating his Golden Jubilee of
Ordination on Friday 31°t July with Mass at

St. Bernadettes, Lancaster at 11,00 a m.

Parishioners are warmly invited to attend if they wish
as he has stated that St. Gregory's holds a special
place in his heart.

BAPTISMS: If you have a child who requires the
Sacrament of Baptism, please speak to Deacon Jim
for an initial meeting before being registered for
Baptism.

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR JULY
For respect for human life
Let us pray for the respect and protection of human
life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God.

FOOD BANK APPEAL

Please continue to bring in items for the Salvation
Army Food Bank. They are desperate for tinned and
dried food (but not pasta and cereals). Also
welcome are tea, coffee, sugar, UHT long life milk
and meals in a tin e.g. meat plus anything for
homeless people with no cooking facilities. The
Centre is not, however, allowed to accept alcoholic
drinks. There are Boxes at the back of church.
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ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK - 12™ JULY - 98
COLLECTION - £311.00
SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR THE ‘APOSTLESHIP OF THE
SEA’ - £54.50
TODAY: SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR THE ‘GOOD
SHEPHERD’ FUND

If you prefer to sign a Standing Order or undertake a Bank
Transfer, please use the following details:

A/c Name: Parish of St. Gregory, Preston
A/c No: 81335332
Sort Code: 40-27-02

Please make sure you add your name to the payment,
especially if you are a Gift Aider so we can claim back the
tax.

FEASTS NEXT WEEK

Wednesday 22 St. Mary Magdalen
Thursday 23™ St. Bridget
Friday 24t St. John Boste, Bl. Christopher Robinson
& Companions, Martyrs of Cumbria
Saturday 25t St. James, Apostle
MANY THANKS FOR .....
STAMPS: Thank you for the used stamps. A parcel of

them has been sent to Age UK. Please continue to put
them in the box in the porch, remembering to leave a small
border around each stamp. Thank you

CAFOD: Thank You for an additional £42.00 for the CAFOD
appeal for Venezuela. The monies have been sent and the
total from the parish is now £357.00. Thank you. Please
continue to keep our global family in your prayers.

PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE OF VENEZUELA:

“God, our strength and our help in times of trouble, be with
your people now, in the aftermath of this earthquake.
Move us to come together offering shelter for the
homeless, rest to the weary, comfort to the injured and
distressed, so that although all is unsteady and faith may
be shaken, the light of your hope shines through. We ask
this through Christ our Lord, Amen.”

YOUR PRAYERS PLEASE

for Sam Dowd, Jackie Lyons, Donald &
Ingrid Whiles, Michelle Riley, Raine
Tallon, Gerard Renaudin, Rudolph
Carlisle, Members of the Wood and

Madden Families, Maureen Sharrock, John Monty
Black, Margaret Nuttall, Agnes Partington, Teresa
Durnian, Aiden Crogan, Fay Hughes and all who are
sick.

For the housebound and those in hospital.

For carers and all who are anxious for the health of
their loved ones.

For the relief, comfort and solace of all refugees and
the homeless.

For missionaries and for all victims of strife and
terrorism.

For peace in all the troubled areas of our world.

For our clergy and all our parishioners.

Our Lady, our Mother, comfort of the afflicted, pray
for them.

For all who have died recently, especially Maureen
Gerard; for William Coaker, Simon Forrest and all
others whose anniversaries occur about this time
and for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory.

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful
departed rest in peace.

READINGS NEXT WEEK

Monday Micah 6 vv 1-4. 6-8 Matthew 12 vv 38-42
Tuesday Micah 7 vv 14-15, 18-20 Matthew 12 vv 46-56
Wednesday  St. Mary Magdalen

Song of Songs John 20 vv 1-2, 11-18
Thursday St. Bridget

Paul/Galatians 2 vv 19-20 John 15 vv 1-8
Friday Jeremiah 3 vv 14-17 Matthew 13 vv 18-23
Saturday St. James, Apostle

Paul/Corinthians 4 vv 7-15 Matthew 20 vv 20-28
17" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Kings 3 vv 5, 7-12 Paul/Romans 8 vv 28-30

Matthew 13 vv 44-52

CASTLERIGG NEWS

Friends of Castlerigg: Every year we welcome
over 3,000 young people and the costs of keeping
this beautiful old place running never stop. That's
where the Friends of Castlerigg come in. We've
relaunched the scheme and it is easier than ever to
support us with a regular monthly gift. Three ways
to join: “Supporter” at £5 a month, “Friend” at £10
a month, “Friend Plus” at £25 a month. Whatever
you can manage makes a real difference and
knowing there's a community of Friends praying for
us and backing us means an enormous amount to
the team here. You can sign up by card or Direct
Debit in a couple of minutes. “Join the Friends of
Castlerigg: castleriggmanor.com/friends”

A Quiet Retreat for Adults: For four nights over
the October half term, we are opening Castlerigg to
adults who simply want to get away from it all and
spend some quiet time in the heart of the Lakes.
Running from 3.00 p.m. on the Monday, departing
at 11.00 a.m. on the Friday. All meals provided and
a light programme: a talk each morning, daily Mass,
and Evening Prayer. The rest of the time it is up to
you. Walk the fells, sit in the chapel or one of the
lounges, pray, read, or just breathe. Castlerigg in
autumn is something special and this is your
chance to enjoy it at a slower pace. Find out more
and book at castleriggmanor.com/events.
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