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IN THE GOSPEL TODAY we
hear again the lonely voice
of John the Baptist, calling
us to prepare a way for the
Lord.

The role of John the Baptist
was unique. His was a
humble role. It was not to
seek the spotlight or to bask in glory. He was preparing
a way for someone else, someone who could do for the
people all the things he was unable to do His role was
to prepare the hearts to receive the message and the
messenger who was to come. He was to prepare a
ground for the harvest but only the Lord could provide
the seed and produce the crop.

Let us pray that we, too, may prepare a way for the
Lord by listening to His voice whispering to us in the
wilderness of our hearts”

MASSES WILL CONTINUE TO BE SAID AT
10.15 a.m. Wednesday
11.15 a.m. Sunday
MASSES WILL BE SAID FOR
Wednesday 10" December Kathleen Durnian
Sunday 14" December Deacon Bill Adams

The funeral Mass for Deacon Bill Adams will be on
Monday 8" December at 12.15 p.m. at St. Wilfrid’s.

CONFESSIONS will be heard anytime on request.
Please see Fr. John Mark.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
WE INVITE YOU ALL AND YOUR FAMILIES TO OUR
CHRISTMAS MASSES
First Mass of Christmas - Christmas Eve - 6.00 p.m.
preceded by Carols from 5.30 p.m.
Christmas Day Family Mass - 11.15 a.m.

ADVENT MEDITATION SERVICE
Thursday 18" December at 7.00 p.m. in the Liturgy
Room (entry by back door of the church.)

This service explores the theme of the Annunciation
through readings, reflections on two pieces of religious
art, prayers and hymns. Please come and join us as we
make our journey towards Christmas.

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED
Mark McGrath, Kathleen Durnian, Deacon Bill Adams

FOOD BANK APPEAL

Please continue to bring in items for the Salvation Army
Food Bank. They are desperate for tinned and dried food
(but not pasta and cereals). Also welcome are sugar, UHT
long life milk and meals in a tin e.g. meat plus anything for
homeless people with no cooking facilities. They also need
tins of potatoes and fruit, soup, jam, tea and coffee, packets
of noodles, tooth brushes and bars of soap. There are boxes
at the back of church. The need is greater than ever at this
time of year so please give as much as you can.

CAFOD NEWS

e CHURCH CLEANING will be for an hour after Sunday
Mass on Sunday 7" December. All welcome!

e CAFOD WORLD GIFTS: Give a life-changing gift this
Christmas. This year, share the joy of Christmas with
a CAFOD World Gift - from safe water, to school
supplies! This is a meaningful way to bless loved ones
and help families overseas. World gifts.cafod.org.uk.

e WE WILL COLLECT used postage stamps to be sent to
support Age UK. The stamps need to have a small
border around them. There will be a box at the back
of church.

e CAFOD PRAYER for 2™ Sunday of Advent: “We pray
for all families who are struggling to get enough food
to eat, or stay warm in the winter cold. Through our
actions and our prayers, may they receive the
practical help and support that they need.”
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ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK - 30" NOVEMBER - 96
COLLECTION - £440.00
Special Collection for Diocesan Poor Missions Fund:
£41.00

If you prefer to sign a Standing Order or undertake a Bank
Transfer, please use the following details:

A/c Name: Parish of St. Gregory, Preston
A/c No: 81335332
Sort Code: 40-27-02

Please make sure you add your name to the payment,
especially if you are a Gift Aider so we can claim back the tax.

DECORATING THE CHURCH
Next Sunday 14™ December, after our 11.15 a.m. Mass, we
issue an open invitation to come and decorate our church for
Christmas. It will be followed by tea, coffee, biscuits, mince
pies and wine!

YOUTH 2000 RETREAT IN PRESTON 13™ DECEMBER
Join us for a truly unique encounter with Jesus. With
awesome music, powerful prayer, inspiring talks, and great
community. A perfect chance to deepen your faith and meet
amazing young Catholics.

We can't wait to see you there!
https://castleriggmanor.com/events

YOUR PRAYERS PLEASE

for Sam Dowd, Jackie Lyons, Donald &
Ingrid Whiles, Michelle Riley, Raine
Tallon, Gerard Renaudin, Rudolph
Carlisle, Members of the Wood and

Madden Families, Maureen Sharrock, Harry Oulton,
John Monty Black, Margaret Nuttall, Agnes
Partington, Teresa Durnian, Aiden Crogan, and all
who are sick.

For the housebound and those in hospital.

For carers and all who are anxious for the health of
their loved ones.

For the relief, comfort and solace of all refugees
and the homeless.

For missionaries and for all victims of strife and
terrorism.

For peace in all the troubled areas of our world.

For our clergy and all our parishioners.

Our Lady, our Mother, comfort of the afflicted, pray
for them.

For all who have died recently; for all whose
anniversaries occur about this time and for all the
Holy Souls in Purgatory.

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful
departed rest in peace.

SOCIAL EVENTS

e PARISH RAFFLE: Tickets, £1.00 per strip, will be on sale
each Sunday and the Draw will take place after Mass next
Sunday 14™ December (note the change of date; not at the
Christmas Quiz). 1st prize £50.00 with lots more prizes,
including a Christmas hamper. We would be grateful for
any donations of prizes. These may be left in the Sacristy or
passed to Deacon Jim, Sandra or Deirdre.

e PARISH CHRISTMAS QUIZ NIGHT: This will take place on
Thursday 11™ December in the Parish Centre. Doors open
7.00 p.m. for a 7.30 pm start. Admission £1.00 per person;
no more than five people per team. Come along, support
your parish and have fun!

FEASTS NEXT WEEK
Monday 8" December The Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Saturday 13" December St. Lucy

READINGS NEXT WEEK
Monday The Immaculate Conception
Genesis 3 vv 9-15, 20 Paul/Ephesians 1 vv 3-6, 11 Luke 1 vv 26-38

Tuesday Isaiah 40 v 1-11 Matthew 18 vv 12-14
Wednesday  Isaiah 40 vv 25-31 Matthew 18 vv 28-30
Thursday Isaiah 41 vv 13-20 Matthew 11 vv 11-15
Friday Isaiah 48 vv 17-19 Matthew 11 vv 16-19
Saturday Ecclesiasticus 48 vv 1-4, 9 Matthew 17 vv 10-13

Next Sunday
3" Sunday of Advent Year A

Isaiah 35 vv 1-6, 10 James 5 vv 7-10
Matthew 11 vv 2-11

MUSIC GROUP

e The next practice of the Music Group, to
prepare for Christmas, will be in church on
Monday 15" December at 7.00 p.m. All
welcome.

e Peter Cobb will again be running the annual
10k to raise money for CAFOD on 27
December. If you would like to sponsor him,

please use the following link:
https://christmas-fun-run-raiselysite.com/peter-cobb

THE PRESTON RETREAT

Young adults (aged 16-35 or Year 10+) are invited to
a one-day Youth 2000 Retreat at Corpus Christi High
School on Saturday 13" December from 9.00 a.m.
to 9.00 p.m. This jam-packed, one-day retreat
offers the opportunity to encounter Jesus in the
Eucharist, grow in relationship with Him and Our
Lady and form friendships with other young adults
from the local area. To register, please \visit:
https://youth2000.churchsuite.com/events/s8vrévf2

Lancaster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered - Charity Number 234331



https://youth2000.churchsuite.com/events/s8vr6vf
https://castleriggmanor.com/events
https://christmas-fun-run-raiselysite.com/peter-cobb

