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2" Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

WHEN JOHN THE BAPTIST SAID OF JESUS

“There is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins
of the world” he uttered a great truth about the
Mission of Jesus.

Jesus’ Mission was directed at sinners. He was the
servant whose coming was foretold by Isaiah and
whose Mission would be to bring sinners back to
God. Sin is not just a physical stain that we can
wash away; nor can we take it away as if it was a
tangible thing. It is a condition of brokenness and
woundedness. Each of us is wounded and broken.
Jesus came to redeem us. To be redeemed is to be
made whole and well. Itis to be restored to original
brightness through the Grace of the Holy Spirit.

We pray to Jesus, the Lamb of God that He may heal
our wounds of sin and division and, through the
power of the Holy Spirit, we may constantly seek to
overcome our sins so that we may live up to our
destiny as children of God.

TODAY IS THE DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE

IT IS ALSO THE FIRST DAY OF THE OCTAVE OF
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

MASSES NEXT WEEK
Mass will continue to be said at 11.15 a.m. Sunday with
weekday Mass at 10.15 a.m. on Wednesday.
MASSES WILL BE SAID FOR

Wednesday 21° Michael & Marian Vaughn
57t Wedding Anniversary
Sunday 25" Martin Skingsley

MASS INTENTION
Mark Farnworth

PLEASE LET US KNOW of anyone who is in hospital or
a nursing/care home so that arrangements may be
made to visit them. Likewise, if you know of anyoneill
or housebound who cannot get to church; ask them if
they would like Communion at home, then let us know.

THANK YOU FROM PETE COBB!

I would like to thank all the generous parishioners
who sponsored me for my post-Christmas 10k Run.
| have raised £250.00 for CAFOD which will go to
provide timely aid to the victims of atrocities in
Sudan, as well as other nations undergoing similar
suffering.

FEASTS NEXT WEEK
Wednesday 21°t January
Saturday 24" January

St. Agnes
St. Francis de Sales

FOOD BANK APPEAL

Please continue to bring in items for the Salvation Army
Food Bank. Anything you can give will be taken to
them. They are desperate for tinned and dried food
(but not pasta and cereals). Also welcome are tea,
coffee, sugar, UHT long life milk and meals in a tin e.g.
meat - also, anything for homeless people with no
cooking facilities. There are boxes at the back of
church.

POSTAGE STAMPS COLLECTION
Would you please save your used postage stamps,
(ensuring there is a border of envelope all around the
stamp) as we can send them to Age Concern to help
with their fundraising.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JANUARY 2026
For prayer with the Word of God
Let us pray that, praying with the Word of God be
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in
our communities, helping us to build a more
fraternal and missionary Church.
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MASS ATTENDANCE
Baptism of the Lord 107
COLLECTION

Baptism of the Lord £382.50

If you prefer to sign a Standing Order or undertake a
Bank Transfer, please use the following details:

A/c Name: Parish of St. Gregory, Preston
A/c No: 81335332
Sort Code: 40-27-02

Please make sure you add your name to the payment,
especially if you are a Gift Aider in order that we can
claim back the tax.

PARISH SOCIAL GROUP
CAKE SALE:
There will be the usual Cake Sale next Sunday after Mass
together with teas and coffees.

FORTHCOMING EVENT - ENTERTAINMENT EVENING:
Thursday 19t February 7.00 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. in the
Parish Centre.

The event is FREE but donations will be welcome and
there will be a Raffle.

Following the success of last year's event this will take
the same format of a variety of entertainment and if
anyone would like to sing, dance, read a poem, tell a
funny tale etc. please speak to Alan Clayton or Pete Cobb
(both Sunday Music Group) and you will be made most
welcome - or just come along, be entertained and have
fun!

Lookout for leaflets at the back of church over the next
few weeks. The Parish Social Team is working hard to
keep our community together.

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR PARISH.

YOUR PRAYERS PLEASE
for Sam Dowd, Jackie Lyons, Donald &
Ingrid Whiles, Michelle Riley, Raine
Tallon, Gerard Renaudin, Rudolph
Carlisle, Members of the Wood and
Madden Families, Maureen Sharrock,
Harry Oulton, John Monty Black, Margaret Nuttall,
Teresa Durnian, Agnes Partington, Aiden Crogan and
all who are sick.
For the housebound and those in hospital.
For carers and all who are anxious for the health of
their loved ones.
For the relief, comfort and solace of all refugees and
the homeless.
For missionaries and for all victims of strife and
terrorism.
For peace in all the troubled areas of our world.
For our clergy and all our parishioners.
Our Lady, our Mother, comfort of the afflicted, pray
for them.
For all who have died recently, especially Philp
Wallace; for all whose anniversaries occur about this
time and for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory.
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful
departed rest in peace.

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK

Monday Samuel 15 vv 16-23 Mark 2 vv 18-22
Tuesday Samuel 16 vv 1-13 Mark 2 vv 23-28
Wednesday  Samuel 17 vv 32-33, 37, 40-51 Mark 3 vv 1-6
Thursday Samuel 18 vv 6-9 and 19 vv 1-7  Mark 3 vv 7-12
Friday Samuel 24 vv 3-21 Mark 3 vv 13-19
Saturday Samuel 2 vv 1-14, 11-12. 17. Mark 3 vv 20-21

19.23-27
3" Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

Isaiah 8 v23to 9 v3 Paul/Corinthians 1 vv 10-13, 17
Matthew 4 vv 12-23

CASTLERIGG NEWS
e B & B Stays at Castlerigg:

January and February. We have recently
opened up three two-day blocks for B & B
stays at Castlerigg. These normally prove
very popular. Open to individuals, families
and other small groups. More info. at
https://castleriggmanor.com/stay-with-us

e Last Minute Deals at Castlerigg Manor Lodge:
If you are looking for something a bit more
high-end, we are also now offering really good
deals on last-minute stays at Castlerigg Manor
Lodge. The lodge sleeps 10 people and has
extremely good ratings. Unlike the
manor, it is quite luxurious!
https://castleriggmanor.com/lodge-last-minute

e YDisciple for Youth Group Leaders: We now
have a Diocesan subscription to YDisciple, the
online platform giving a huge amount of high-
quality resources for those who work with
children and young people. Get in touch with
us for a registration link.
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