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WE LIVE IN A WORLD of confusion and unrest. In the
midst of such a world we are expected to witness to
the Gospel of Christ. In today’s Gospel it goes on to
address the situation of Christians in times of
persecution. Jesus tells us that such happenings would
provide us with an opportunity to bear witness to Him
and to the Gospel.

It is in times of darkness that the light is needed; it is in
times of falsehood that the truth is needed; it is in
times of hatred that love is needed and it is in difficult
times that our Christian witness is needed.

“God our Father, You are the same yesterday, today
and forever. Help us to have confidence in Your
unchanging love and goodness so that, when things go
wrong, we may have the strength and hope to
persevere in Your goodness.”

MASSES WILL CONTINUE TO BE SAID AT
10.15 a.m. Wednesday
11.15 a.m. Sunday
MASSES WILL BE SAID FOR
Wednesday 19" November
Sunday 23™ November

John Allan
Deceased Members
of the Atkinson Family

On Friday 21° November at 12.00 noon there will
be a Funeral Service for John Allan

CONFESSIONS will be heard anytime on request.
Please see Fr. John Mark

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
First Mass of Christmas - Christmas Eve - 6.00 p.m.
preceded by Carols from 5.30 p.m.
Christmas Day Mass - 11.15 a.m.

MASS INTENTIONS
Special Intention and John Allen

FEASTS NEXT WEEK
St. Hilda
Dedication of the Basilica of SS. Peter & Paul
The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
St. Cecilia

Monday 17%
Tuesday 18"
Friday 21

Saturday 22"

CONFIRMATION CELEBRATIIONS
Please keep in your prayers six young children
from St. Gregory's parish who are being confirmed
by Bishop Paul Swarbrick at St. Clare's Church on
Monday 17" November.

NOVEMBER: During November a box for the names of
your loved ones who have died will be placed on the
table at the back of church and brought to the altar at
the Offertory Procession. Please place their names in
the box and they will be remembered at all our Masses
throughout November. Mass offerings can be handed
in in the normal way.

MUSIC GROUP
There will be a Practice on Monday 17" November
from 7.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. in church to prepare
for Advent and Christmas. All welcome.

PLEASE LET US KNOW of anyone who is in hospital or a
nursing/care home so that arrangements may be made
to visit them. Likewise, if you know of anyone ill or
housebound who cannot get to church; ask them if
they would like Communion at home, then let us know.

RWANDA GROUP TRUST
On Tuesday 18™ November at 7.00 p.m. at St.
Clare’s church, a Memorial Mass is being offered
for deceased Trustees, volunteers and benefactors
of the Rwanda Group Trust, both in Rwanda and
the UK.

The Trust was founded in 1998 by Joe & Rosemary
Bamber RIP (members of St. Gregory’s Parish) to
help the poorest of the poor in Rwanda. All are
welcome and there will be refreshments in St.
Clare’s Hall after Mass.
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ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK - 9™ NOVEMBER - 88
COLLECTION - £365.00

TODAY is World Day of Prayer for the Poor
NEXT SUNDAY: Special Collection for Youth Services

If you prefer to sign a Standing Order or undertake a Bank
Transfer, please use the following details:

A/c Name: Parish of St. Gregory, Preston
A/c No: 81335332
Sort Code: 40-27-02

Please make sure you add your name to the payment,
especially if you are a Gift Aider so we can claim back the tax.

CAFOD GIFTS
The CAFOD world gift catalogues have arrived - please
take one. It is a wonderful way to give a meaningful

present whilst, at the same time, helping a family in the
Third World.

CAKE STALL
The next Cake Sale will be on Sunday 23" November
after the 11.15 a.m. Mass, together with teas and
coffees. All proceeds to church funds.

YOUR PRAYERS PLEASE

for Sam Dowd, Jackie Lyons, Donald &
Ingrid Whiles, Michelle Riley, Raine
Tallon, Gerard Renaudin, Rudolph
Carlisle, Members of the Wood and

Madden Families, Maureen Sharrock, Harry Oulton,
John Monty Black, Margaret Nuttall, Agnes
Partington, Teresa Durnian, Deacon Bill Adams,
Aiden Crogan, and all who are sick.

For the housebound and those in hospital.

For carers and all who are anxious for the health of
their loved ones.

For the relief, comfort and solace of all refugees
and the homeless.

For missionaries and for all victims of strife and
terrorism.

For peace in all the troubled areas of our world.

For our clergy and all our parishioners.

Our Lady, our Mother, comfort of the afflicted, pray
for them.

For all who have died recently, especially John
Allan; for all whose anniversaries occur about this
time and for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory.

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful
departed rest in peace.

FOOD BANK APPEAL
Please continue to bring in items for the Salvation Army
Food Bank. They are desperate for tinned and dried food
(but not pasta and cereals). Also welcome are sugar, UHT
long life milk and meals in a tin e.g. meat plus anything
for homeless people with no cooking facilities. They also
need tins of potatoes and fruit, soup, jam, tea and coffee,
packets of noodles, tooth brushes and bars of soap.
There are Boxes at the back of church.

The need at the present time is greater than ever so
please give as much as you can.

FORTHCOMING PARISH EVENTS
Dates for your diaries

e Thursday 11" December 7.00 p.m. for
7.30.p.m. start. Quiz and Christmas Raffle
in the Parish Centre.

e Thursday 18" December 7.00 p.m. in
church. Taizé Service for Advent followed
by tea and cakes.

e Thursday 19" February 2026 7.00 p.m.
for 7.30 p.m. start. Parish Entertainment
Evening in the Parish Centre.

READINGS NEXT WEEK

Monday Maccabees 1 vv 10-13, Luke 18 vv 35-43
41-43, 54-57, 62-64

Tuesday Maccabees 6 vv 18-31 Luke 19 vv 1-10

Wednesday = Maccabees 7 vv 1, 20-31 Luke 19 vv 11-28

Thursday Maccabees 2 vv 15-29 Luke 19 vv 41-44

Friday Maccabees 4 vv 36-37, 52-59  Luke 19 vv 45-48

Saturday Maccabees 6 vv 1-13 Luke 20 vv 27-40

Next Sunday
Our Lord, Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Samuel 5 vv 1-3 Paul/Colossians 1 vv 11-20
Luke 23 vv 35-43

THE PRESTON RETREAT

Young adults (aged 16-35 or Year 10+) are
invited to a one-day Youth 2000 Retreat at
Corpus Christi High School on Saturday 13t
December from 9.00 a.m. to 9.00 p.m. This
jam-packed, one-day retreat offers the
opportunity to encounter Jesus in the
Eucharist, grow in relationship with Him and
Our Lady and form friendships with other
young adults from the local area. To register,
please visit:
https://youth2000.churchsuite.com/events/s8vrévf2
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