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Sunday 11*" January 2026
The Baptism of the Lord

' J'rwﬁi:

JESUS’ BAPTISM by
John in the Jordan was
one of the most
decisive points in His
life. For close on thirty
years He had lived a
quiet and secure life in
Nazareth yet, all the
time His Father’s hand
was laid upon Him and
He was being guided
gently towards His real
work.

After His Baptism, Jesus left His old life and opted for
the new one - that of teacher, preacher and healer of
His people.

Baptism for Christ was His turning point. What about
our Baptism? It is like a seed planted in young hearts
but, given time, it will bloom into Christ-like living. One
day it will demand of us fundamental choices. We will
be faced with the choice, either to go our own way - the
way of self-promotion and world values - or the way of
Christ - to follow the call to live up to our dignity as
children of the same Father, who considers the welfare
of others as His own. This may not come in a dramatic
moment. It may come as a series of little choices but
what we have always to look at is the direction of our
lives. Are we being true to the direction in which we
were pointed at our Baptism?

“Father, You sent Your Son into the world to show us the
way to You. Help us to live up to the call we received at
our Baptism with courage and steadfastness so that we
may reach the glory You have prepared for us.”

MASSES NEXT WEEK
Mass will continue to be said at 11.15 a.m. Sunday
with weekday Mass at 10.15 a.m. on Wednesday.
MASSES WILL BE SAID FOR
Wednesday 14t Richard Michael & Kathleen
Haythornthwaite

Sunday 18" Jim Durnian

MASS INTENTONS
Jim Durnian, Cynthia Maguire. Mark Farnworth,
Martin Skingsley and Deacon Bill Adams.

FROM PETER COBB,
LEADER OF OUR MUSIC GROUP
On 27" December, | completed a 10k run in order to
raise money for CAFOD, as | have done each year for
the past 27 years. If you would like to sponsor me,
please go to my donations' page, the link for which is:
https://cafod.enthuse.com/pf/peter-cobb. Thank you!

FOOD BANK APPEAL

Please continue to bring in items for the Salvation
Army Food Bank. Anything you can give will be taken
to them. They are desperate for tinned and dried food
(but not pasta and cereals). Also welcome are tea,
coffee, sugar, UHT long life milk and meals in a tin e.g.
meat - also, anything for homeless people with no
cooking facilities. Boxes at the back of church.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JANUARY 2026
For prayer with the Word of God
Let us pray that, praying with the Word of God be
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in
our communities, helping us to build a more
fraternal and missionary Church.

A VERY SINCERE THANKS to all who helped in any
way to make our Christmas celebrations in church go
so well. It would be unfair to name names because
we would not like to leave anybody out but, again, a
very sincere thanks to you all.

POSTAGE STAMPS COLLECTION
Would you please save your used postage
stamps, (ensuring there is a border of envelope
all around the stamp) as we can send them to Age
Concern to help with their fundraising.
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MASS ATTENDANCES

4t Sunday of Advent 11.15a.m. 90
Christmas Eve 6.00 p.m. 173
Christmas Day 11.15a.m. 81
The Holy Family 11.15a.m. 93

2"d Sunday after Nativity 11.15 a.m. 105
COLLECTIONS

4t Sunday of Advent - 21t December £268.00
Christmas Offerings £796.00

The Holy Family - 28th December £255.00
2" Sunday after Nativity - 4" January £344.00

If you prefer to sign a Standing Order or undertake a
Bank Transfer, please use the following details:

A/c Name: Parish of St. Gregory, Preston
A/c No: 81335332
Sort Code: 40-27-02

Please make sure you add your name to the payment,
especially if you are a Gift Aider in order that we can
claim back the tax.

ST. GREGORY’S ‘300’ CLUB - PARISH DRAW
NOVEMBER 2025 WINNERS

YOUR PRAYERS PLEASE
for Sam Dowd, Jackie Lyons, Donald &
Ingrid Whiles, Michelle Riley, Raine
Tallon, May Eccles, Gerard Renaudin,
Rudolph Carlisle, Members of the
Wood and Madden Families, Maureen
Sharrock, Harry Oulton, John Monty Black,
Margaret Nuttall, Teresa Durnian, Agnes Partington,
Aiden Crogan and all who are sick.
For the housebound and those in hospital.
For carers and all who are anxious for the health of
their loved ones.
For the relief, comfort and solace of all refugees
and the homeless.
For missionaries and for all victims of strife and
terrorism.
For peace in all the troubled areas of our world.
For our clergy and all our parishioners.
Our Lady, our Mother, comfort of the afflicted, pray
for them.
For all who have died recently, especially Mark
Farnworth; for Jim Durnian, Martin Skingsley and all
whose anniversaries occur about this time and for
all the Holy Souls in Purgatory.
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful
departed rest in peace.

Prize Number Name

£30 247 Patricia Swinbanks

£20 248 J. Cairns

£10 138 Teresa Durnian

£10 295 Maggie Stone

£10 162 A.M. Cornwell

£10 219 Tony Maguire

DECEMBER 2025 WINNERS

£30 33 Pat Ratcliffe

£20 160 A.P. Clayton

£10 4 John Wilding

£10 285 S. McElhone

£10 1 Fr.John Mark Agulefo

£10 131 N. Hargreaves

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK

Monday Samuel 1 vv 1-8 Mark 1 vv 14-20
Tuesday Samuel 1 vv 9-20 Mark 1 vv 21-28
Wednesday ~ Samuel 3 vv 1-10, 19-20 Mark 1 vv 29-39
Thursday Samuel 4 vv 1-11 Mark 1 vv 40-45
Friday Samuel 8 vv 4-7, 10-22 Mark 2 vv 1-12
Saturday Samuel 9 vv 1-4, 17-19 Mark 2 vv 13-17

and 10 v 1
2"d Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

Isaiah 49 vv 3, 5-6  Paul/Corinthians 1 vv 1-3  John 1 vv 29-34

CASTLERIGG NEWS

e B & B Stays at Castlerigg:
January and February. We have recently
opened up three two-day blocks for B & B
stays at Castlerigg. These normally prove
very popular. Open to individuals, families
and other small groups. More info. at
@ https://castleriggmanor.com/stay-with-us/

e Last Minute Deals at Castlerigg Manor Lodge:
If you are looking for something a bit more
high-end, we are also now offering really
good deals on last-minute stays at Castlerigg
Manor Lodge. The lodge sleeps 10 people
and has extremely good ratings. Unlike the
manor, it is quite luxurious!
https://castleriggmanor.com/lodge-last-minute

e YDisciple for Youth Group Leaders: We now
have a Diocesan subscription to YDisciple, the
online platform giving a huge amount of high-
quality resources for those who work with
children and young people. Get in touch with
us for a registration link.
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